
THIS MONTHS FEATURED TOPIC:  

 

 

  

 Everything you need to know about Composting! 

When you add organic compost to your garden, you can improve soil tex-

ture, keep weeds from growing, increase soil's ability to absorb air and 

water for better plant growth, and decrease erosion. Composting can save 

you money on buying soil, and by making your own soil, you are helping 

the environment as well!  Most store-bought fertilizers have harmful chem-

icals that are bad for your backyard, pets, family, and the environment. 

Also, by composting, you can reduce up to 30% of your kitchen waste. 

That means less trash in your garbage can, which means fewer trips to the 

dump, fewer garbage bags to buy, and even more money saved. 

To get started, you will need a container to put all your compost 

ingredients in. You can buy a composting bin, make a bin yourself, or 

simply dig a hole in your backyard. A key idea to remember about com-

posting is to mix your pile often. The more you mix it, the quicker your 

materials will decompose. Add water to your compost if the soil is dry. 

Your compost should be moist, but not soggy. Earthworms are great to add 

in your compost pile because they eat dead matter, and create more organic 

soil. Do not compost meat, bones or fish scraps. These items will attract 

pests and leave your compost with a bad odor. If you follow the recipe for 

the best compost ever, you will have rich soil and a beautiful garden in no 

time!  

Recipe for the best Compost Ever! 

Start with carbon materials (dry), such as dried leaves, straw, dried 

weeds, pine needles, dried grass, and shredded paper. 

Next add nitrogen materials (wet), such as fruit peels, manure, fresh 

grass, fresh weeds, fresh leaves, veggies, dryer lint, coffee 

grounds, tea bags, and hair/fur.  

Then add garden soil, and water. Adding garden soil will help mask 

any odors.  

Continue this layering system until you reach your desired height of 

compost, or until your container is full.  

Having a compost pile, may cause a few pests to drop by. When add-

ing food scraps to your pile, cover the scraps with grass clippings to keep 

the flies away. Adding lime or calcium will also keep the flies away from 

your pile. If you live where raccoons may come around, you might want to 

put chicken wire or a small fence around your bin or pile. Raccoons can lift 

lids and unscrew tops with their crafty little hands, so make sure your bin 

has some sort of clasp or hinge on the lid.  If you see your compost start 

steaming, do not fear; good microorganisms are near! These microscopic 

critters are going to work on your compost and helping it to decompose.  
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May Programs  

Please call the Wilderness Station at  

(615) 217-3017 to register. 

Nature Play Days: Wednesdays May 6th, 13th, & 

20th. 11:00 a.m. Ages 1 and up. Free.  

Bird Club: Saturday, May 9th. 9:00 a.m. Cason Ln. 

Trailhead. All Ages. Free.   

Earth Lab: Tuesdays-Fridays, 12-5 p.m. 4-9 year 

olds. Free. May Topic: What’s in that Water?  

Turtle Searches: Tuesdays, May 12th & 19th. 3:30 

p.m. Nickajack Wetlands (call for directions) Ages 8 

and up. Free.  

World Turtle Day: Saturday, May 23rd. 3:00 p.m. to 

5:00 p.m. All Ages. Free.  

Family Campout: Friday, May 15th-Saturday, May 

16th. Check in between 4:30-6 p.m. All Ages. $10/

adult, $5 children 5-12, children 4 and under, free.   

 

Weekly Programs 

Wild Things: Wednesdays, 9:30-10:15 a.m. 1-4 

years, with adult. $3.00/child. Reservations Re-

quired the Tuesday before class. 

Tales and Trails: Wednesdays, 10:30-11:15 a.m. 4-7 

years, with adult. $3.00/child. Reservations Re-

quired the Tuesday before class. *To learn more about 

these and other programs at the Wilderness Station, please visit 

our website at murfreesborotn.gov/parks or check out our Face-

book Page: Outdoor Murfreesboro  


